CHOOSING A PROFESSION

what words to begin his attack on the Son of
Heaven. To the Chinese mind, the Son of Heaven
was more than an emperor; he was more even than
any chief ruler of our Occidental conception; for
he was the direct representative of his subjects
with the gods above. It was he alone, as the very
highest priest of all, who went to pray for the
whole nation at the Temple of Heaven. Every
official of China might be corrupt, but it was not
the fault of the Son of Heaven, for "he was
benevolent, all his actions filled with grace, and
he had the interests of the people dearer to his
heart than his own blood."

Against all this, Sun Yat Sen finally evolved
his declaration of four words,

Tien   Ming   Wu   Chang,
which means,

Divine right does not last forever.

With this negative opening wedge, Sun gave
the test of his opposition to reverence to the
throne. There was nothing offensive to the
masses in this simple, negative declaration, so
adroitly conceived. Once he had the entering
wedge driven into the sluggish minds of the
people, he felt sure of the eventual victory. The
most ignorant coolie could understand this simple
and inoffensive, yet startling, slogan. In its
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